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Gary Spetz’s Painting Wild Places! with Watercolors

Returns to Public Television with Season II
(Bozeman, MT, February 1st, 2005)  “So little time, yet so much to paint in the world!”

That is the dilemma that artist Gary Spetz addresses with in his continuing “how to paint” series, entitled, Gary Spetz’s Painting Wild Places! with Watercolors II.  Throughout his second 13 episodes, Gary provides viewers with innovative new painting methods, which encourage them to undertake more complex paintings.  And, while challenging, each of Gary’s lessons is carefully designed to be “user friendly”!

“Beginning painter’s often get hung up on composition and values,” says Spetz.  “I teach a method where key shapes are isolated, at the start of the painting, with a liquid masking material—which greatly simplifies the watercolor painting process.  It enables a painter to focus, more incrementally, on smaller segments of the painting—making the process more palatable.”

The programs are edited into quick moving, but easy to follow, step-by-step instructions.  Gary offers concise explanations of his techniques with strong visuals and solid editing.  Artist and teacher Marilyn Mills of Boulder City, Nevada, writes of Gary Spetz’s teaching method:

“I really enjoyed watching your demonstrations and then following the sequence of steps that were necessary to have each stage of the painting work with the next.  This is the practical side of painting that transforms a creative idea into a work of art.  Without good instruction, this remains a mystery to be solved by trial and error.  From composition to color choice to brush stroke, your instruction led me to a finished piece that helped me see my own potential.”

Rather than constantly narrating instructions, Gary uses his words sparingly over a tasteful musical background that makes the programs very soothing and pleasant to watch.  The scenes Gary paints are exceptionally beautiful and his skill is evident throughout the program.  It is an effective mix that leaves the viewer with lots of new ideas for their own projects and is a joy to watch.

“I think it is important to keep the camera perspective moving, for interest, and important to frequently zoom in close, so that the viewer can easily see the process,” contends Spetz.  “Often, it’s best for me to just stop talking and just let the viewer ‘soak it in’, visually.  That’s where pleasant acoustic background music becomes so important.”

With the premise of “so much to paint”, Gary Spetz chooses his subject matter, for the 13 episodes, from six scenic locations throughout the United States.  Each scene presents new painting challenges, which, in turn, provide Gary with new opportunities to teach his painting methods.  Gary Spetz’s Painting Wild Places! with Watercolors II is designed to have widespread geographic appeal.

Tamara Le, Manager of Exchange Programming for American Public Television writes:

“With a palette of ideas and easy-to-master techniques as rich and colorful as the paintings created, Gary Spetz’s Painting Wild Places! With Watercolors II offers novice watercolor enthusiasts as well as accomplished artists new and refreshing perspectives on ‘how-to’ master each level of the delicate painting process.  Gary Spetz’s easy-going, intelligent, ‘guy’s-guy’ presentation – in addition to innovative video imagery techniques – are a perfect match for the sophisticated, enlightened and curious Public Television audience.”

Artist, Gary Spetz, is unabashedly biased towards watercolors.  As he puts it, “there’s really no other medium for painting wild places!”  And, the worst thing that a watercolor painter can do, he contends, is not paint.  As he pleads at the end of each program, “what ever you do, don’t let your paints dry out!”  Most importantly of all, Gary sees his role as a “watercolor motivator”.

Writing recently to Gary Spetz, Nancy Wolf, PhD of Glide, Oregon states:

“You are a wonderful teacher, Gary!  You lay things out in a clear step-by-step fashion—verbally and visually.  I feel qualified to judge your teaching abilities since teaching teachers is what I do for a living.”

Gary Spetz’s Painting Wild Places! with Watercolors II  will extend the creative abilities of its viewing audience as well as encourage them to aspire higher, as artists!  Isn’t that what public television is all about?

Gary Spetz’s Painting Wild Places! with Watercolors II  is underwritten, in part, by The Artist’s Magazine and Watercolor Magic—two of world’s leading artist publications.  Funding is also provided by Dick Blick Art Materials—one of the largest art supply retailers in the nation.

This series is produced by Gary & Marlene Spetz and is a presentation of KUSM-TV / MontanaPBS for American Public Television.  

With a mission to acquire, produce and deliver high-quality educational, informational and entertaining programs, KUSM-TV / MontanaPBS serves over 70 Montana communities in the nation’s fourth largest geographic state.  KUSM-TV is a non-commercial educational licensee of Montana State University – Bozeman, MT.  With programs like Montana Focus, Sacred Journey of the Nez Perce, Montana Ag Live, Shadow Casting: The Making of “A River Runs Through It”, as well as The Montana Summer Symphony broadcast on public television stations across the country, KUSM-TV continues to produce and seek out projects of excellence for our audience.  Press should contact Aaron Pruitt at (406) 994-5021 or via email to aaron_pruitt@montanapbs.org.  For more information about KUSM-TV / MontanaPBS, visit www.Montanapbs.org. 

For 42 years, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations. APT distributes more than 10,000 hours of programming, including Discovering the Real World of Harry Potter, Globe Trekker, Muhammad Ali: Through the Eyes of the World, Nightly Business Report, Rick Steves’ Europe, Julia and Jacques Cooking at Home, Ballykissangel, Brian Jacques’ Redwall and Sinatra: The Classic Duets. APT is known for identifying innovative programs and developing creative distribution techniques for producers. In more than four decades, it has established a tradition of providing public television stations nationwide with program choices that enable them to strengthen and customize their schedules. Press should contact Donna Hardwick at 617-338-4455 ext. 129 or via email to donna_hardwick@APTonline.org. For more information about APT's programs and services, log on to APTonline.org.

